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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 

Conservation Commission Meeting 
Meeting Minutes – October 1, 2018 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting of the Swanzey Conservation Commission was called to order by Chair Wally Smith at 4:00 p.m. at 
Town Hall, 620 Old Homestead Highway, Swanzey, NH. Committee Members Present: Chair Smith, Linda Hunt, 
Jane Johnson and Beverly Bernard.  
 
ABSENT  
Robert Goodrich, Miguel Picanco, Roberta Visser 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Director of Planning & Economic Development Matthew Bachler, Jeff Littleton, Principal Ecologist with 
Moosewood Ecological, LLC, Town Administrator Michael Branley, David Patrick from The Nature Conservancy 
 
MINUTES 

o Minutes of September 4, 2018 were considered. Motion by Johnson to approve the Minutes of 
September 4, 2018. There was a second by Bernard. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
PUBLIC INPUT 
There was none. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Natural Resources Inventory Status 
Littleton passed out revised copies of two maps that had changes suggested by Commission members. The 
members agreed that the maps were improved and Smith asked for 30 copies of the maps for Planning Board, 
Open Space, and Conservation Commission members. The maps will be 11” X 17” in size and Littleton said he 
would provide a cost to Smith before going ahead with having the copies made. There was a brief discussion 
about the planned review that Littleton will do for the Planning Board on October 11, 2018.  
 
Littleton provided invoices: 

 $680 – August 5, 2018 

 $560 – September 5, 2018 
 

Motion was made by Hunt to approve payment of Invoices for August and September, 2018 from 
Moosewood Ecological, LLC in the amounts of $680 and $560 for a portion of Phase I of the Natural Resources 
Inventory. There was a second by Johnson. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
From the minutes of March 5, 2018: 
“Invoices will be sent monthly. 
 Motion was made by Picanco to approve the expenditure of $6,500 for a Phase I of Natural Resources 
Inventory by Jeff Littleton, Principal Ecologist with Moosewood Ecological LLC. There was a second by Johnson and 
all were in favor. Motion passed.” 
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Scope of Work Invoiced May 4, 2018 Estimated Cost for 
Project 

Paid 

Task II – Review Existing 
Information 

$390 $520  

Task III – GIS Maps & Data 
Refinement 

$2,080 $2,600 $2470 

 Invoiced June 4, 
2018 

  

Task I – Community Forum $325 $780  

Task II – Review Existing 
Information 

$130 See above  

Task III – GIS Maps & Data 
Refinement 

$500 See above $955 

 Invoiced August 6, 
2018 

  

Task III GIS Maps & Data 
Refinement 

$360 See above  

Task IV Report $397.50 $2,080 $757.50 

 Invoiced Sept. 5 
2018 

  

Task III- GIS Maps & Data 
Refinement 

$180   

Task IV - Report $500  $680 

 Invoiced Sept. 26,  
2018 

  

Task III – GIS Maps & Data 
Refinement 

$60   

Task IV - Report $500  $560 

    

 
Balance remaining for invoicing completion of Phase I $1,077.50 
 
Johnson suggested inviting other communities to attend the meeting on October 11, 2018. 
 
Mt. Caesar Forest Management Plan 
Smith spoke about the field review of the land that was held with representatives from Meadowsend Timberlands 
LLC. He noted that Meadowsend has asked the Conservation Commission to approve the plan that has been 
presented for management of the Mt. Caesar Forest, with recommendation that the first order of business would 
be to declare the land a Town Forest. 
 

Bernard made a motion to approve the plan as presented by Meadowsend Timberlands LLC for 
management of the Mt. Caesar forest as presented and to recommend the plan to the Selectmen. There 
was a second by Hunt. All were in favor. Motion passed. 
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Swanzey Uncovered Article 
Smith passed out a copy of the article that was submitted to the publication of Swanzey Uncovered. 
 
Invasive Species Control Planning 
Smith determined that a member of the Meadowsend Timberlands LLC, Conner Tilton, will be present to discuss 
management of invasive species with the members at the November meeting. 
 
NE Resource Recovery Association 
Johnson referred to the possible plans for renovation at the Recycling Center and said she thought it might be 
worthwhile for Recycling Center Manager Josh Whipple to do a presentation at the Deliberative Session for these 
plans. Bernard agreed that was a good idea but said she thought that any such presentation should be sponsored 
by the Capital Improvements Program Committee (CIPC) and not the Conservation Commission.  
 
Possible Land Donation 
Branley was present to discuss the possible donation of acreage by a local property owner. It was noted that 
much of the land is wetlands. Hunt noted that if the Town were to accept the land that would take the land off 
the tax records. The owner also wishes to have the Town survey the property, which might be costly. Bernard said 
the land could be used to make a nice place to view wildlife in a marsh. Bernard suggested the Commission wait 
for Open Space Committee recommendation before making a decision. 
 

Hunt made a motion that the Conservation Commission not be involved with a donation of this land. 
There was a second to the motion by Johnson. Bernard said she wasn’t in favor of shutting down the 
project and wanted to hear the recommendation from the Open Space Committee. Johnson said she isn’t 
in favor of spending any Conservation Commission funds on this land. Smith called the vote and Johnson, 
Smith, and Hunt were in favor. Bernard was opposed. Motion passed, three in favor, one opposed. 

 
Old Homestead Highway Property Purchase 
Branley presented the details on the proposed purchase by the Town of property on Old Homestead Highway. 
Smith said he didn’t see any reason not to move forward. Branley said it is feasible to have both water and sewer 
to the property. There was a discussion about the size of the lot. 
 

Hunt moved to support a recommendation to purchase the property. Bernard seconded the motion. 
Johnson was hesitant. Hunt, Smith, and Bernard were in favor. Johnson abstained. Motion passed, three 
in favor, one abstention. 

 
Westmoreland Parcel Potential Sale 
Branley said there is no dollar figure as yet, but an appraisal is being done. The land is landlocked said Smith.  
Branley said the CIPC recommended that the land be timbered. Branley said it is costly to provide an easement to 
the land to allow for access to cut timber. It was noted that the Chesterfield or Westmoreland Selectmen could be 
petitioned to provide access, but again that might prove to be costly. 
 

Bernard made a motion to support the sale of Carpenter Home land in Westmoreland, NH so long as it is 
legally feasible given the restrictions on the property based on being a bequest given for charitable 
purposes. There was a second by Hunt. All were in favor. Motion passed. 
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Sawyer’s Crossing Road and Old Route 10 
Johnson said people are dumping on this land. Bernard asked if that was Code Enforcement issue. Johnson 
suggested the Chair contact the new Department of Public Works (DPW) Manager and ask him to take a look at 
the area and possibly remove the trash left there and/or mow the land. Johnson suggested that if the Town 
mowed the land, maybe people wouldn’t leave trash at the gate. Johnson said she understood the land was given 
to the Town, but the State maintains Sawyer’s Crossing Road. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Canyon Springs – Status 
Smith will follow up with Gloria Andrews at Department of Environmental Services (DES) who is out of town so 
there was no report today. Bernard summarized the situation for Bachler. There was a discussion about whether 
there was Special Exception or Variance granted for the developer of the property years ago when the project was 
first proposed. 
 
Ballou Restoration Status 
The Nature Conservancy folks arrived and Smith and Hunt planned to accompany them to review the property at 
the end of the meeting. 
 
South Road DES Closure of Complaint Update 
There was a brief discussion about complaints provided to DES about multiple issues with the property and 
followed up by a letter from DES saying the issue was closed. Bernard said she wanted to know if the closed issue 
pertained to only the debris mentioned in the letter and whether or not DES was following up on other issues that 
were reported. Bachler will follow up with DES regarding the closure letter. 
 
REPORTS 
Annual Report 
Bernard agreed to work on it. 
 
Expenditure Report 
$11,650.70 has been spent thus far. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
Smith mentioned the annual meeting of the Cheshire County Conservation District which will be held soon. 
    
ADJOURNMENT 
There was a motion to adjourn by Johnson with a second from Hunt. All were in favor. Adjournment occurred at 
5:46 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary 


